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Das romische Lager insbesondere nach Livius. By Wolfgang 
Fischer. Leipzig: Teubner, 1914. M. 7. 

The author has divided his subject into two parts: pp. 1-87 comprise his 
previously published dissertation on the location and plan of a Roman camp. 
The fortifications, streets, tents, and assembly places correspond to the generally 
accepted conclusions. However, he warns us that it is most important to 
keep in mind that Polybius describes a camp quite different from that of 
Hyginus. Investigators have failed to note properly this difference, and have 
seemed often to disregard the fact that after the time of Marius the composi- 
tion of the Roman army differed materially from that of an earlier date. 

Dr. Fischer lays his greatest stress on that crux of Polybius vi. 32. 7. 
Contrary to prevailing theories, though not the first to suggest the change, he 
takes the longer account (vi. 27. 1 to vi. 32. 5) to be a description of the single 
camp, on the quite natural supposition that the ordinary camp, i.e., for two 
legions, is the logical one to be described. The shorter account (vi. 32. 6 to 
viii) must refer naturally to the double or less frequent form of camp. This 
interpretation involves the shifting of o/xx>v and x<op« in the generally accepted 
text of Polybius. This is perhaps the most unsatisfactory hypothesis in an 
otherwise excellent and conservative discussion. The earlier theories of 
Nissen, 0x6, and Stolle are often refuted, though not always with convincing 
proof. 

Part II, pp. 88-201, deals with the internal conduct of a Roman camp. A 
good idea of the contents may be gained from a glance at some of the sub- 
divisions: The Pitching of Camp, The Command in the Camp, The Orders 
and the Watchword, The Discipline, The Guard, The Supplies, The Consilium, 
and the Contio. In no case has any radically new information been presented. 
The author is, however, to be congratulated for having systematized the facts 
into such a clear, concise, and usable form. The sources are fully utilized, 
usually with discretion and a keen discernment for the truth. An excellent 
plan of the Roman camp as described by Polybius is given in an appendix. 
This is an especially valuable sourcebook, by reason of its complete index of 
authors and passages cited. 



Clifford P. Clark 



Dartmouth College 



When the Fates Decree. By Grant H. Code. Revised edition. 

Pittsburgh, Pa.: published by the Author, 13 18 Sheridan 

Ave., 1914. Pp. 25. $0.50. 

When the Fates Decree is a play based in a way on the Aeneid. It was 
written by a high-school Senior for a special occasion, but was so successful 
that it has been published. Indeed, the present is a second edition, the small 
first edition being exhausted. The new edition has been improved by minor 
changes, such as the removal of slight anachronisms and stylistic blemishes. 
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The play would be a creditable piece of work for a mature man, but for a 
high-school student it is a truly remarkable performance, one which seems to 
promise great things. The plot deals with the trial of Aeneas in the lower 
world for desertion of Dido. One might imagine that the theme was treated 
in a farcical manner, but such is not the case. The point that is emphasized 
is Aeneas' duty to his countrymen, the chief motif of the Aeneid. Aeneas 
is saved from conviction by a truly classical device — the intervention of the 
Fates, who reveal the fact that Aeneas was but a pawn in the hands of the 
gods. The play is therefore not so much based on the Aeneid as it is a con- 
tinuation of the poem. 

The plot is cleverly managed and the interest is well sustained. The 
action takes less than an hour. The diction is on the whole surprisingly good 
and on a high level, though it is occasionally turgid and again commonplace. 
There are a few things inconsistent with Vergil's account, but none more 
striking than Vergil's own inconsistent treatment of previous legends. 

According to reports, the first performance was a great success and made 
a deep impression on the rather mixed audience of teachers, students, and 
friends. Part of the success is attributed to the elaborate staging. It is a 
matter of regret that more details concerning the staging are not given, and 
especially that the musical scores (adaptations from Gliick's Orpheus) are 
not printed. This material should be given in a third edition — if the play 
is successful enough to require one. 

The play is decidedly worth while, and should be welcomed by Latin 

teachers because it gives them the means of interesting their students and 

others in the study of Latin and because it gives a sympathetic interpretation 

of the purpose of the Aeneid. Several schools are planning to present, the 

play, among them two of the New York City high schools. 

B. L. Uixman 
University of Pittsburgh 



